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It is worse far to be governed by a clique of Professional Politicians bamboozling the multitude with a pretence of " Democracy/'
But it is intolerable that similar power should reside in the hands of obscure nobodies about whom no illusion could possibly exist, whose tyranny is not admitted or public at all, who do not even take the risk of exposing their features, and to whom no responsibility whatever attaches.
The knowledge that this was so provided the third, and, perhaps, the most powerful motive for the creation of a Free Press.
Unfortunately, it could affect only very few men. With the mass even of well-educated and observant men the feeling created by the novel power of the great papers was little more than a vague ill ease. They had a general conception that the owner of a widely circulated popular newspaper could, and did, blackmail the professional politician : make or unmake the professional politician by granting or refusing him the limelight; dispose of Cabinets ; nominate absurd Ministers.
But the particular, vivid, concrete instances that specially move men to action were hidden